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Second in a series: The SAP Effect

A pact without consequences
Hundreds of students on probation skip required contract
By Isis Lopez
Collegian Editor
Currently, there are no
consequences for the hundreds of

students on academic probation
who skipped signing the
mandatory contract for their plan
of improvement, or who did not
complete all of its requirements.

Students who are on academic
probation have to visit the
Academic Advising Center and
sign a personalized Academic
Success Plan Contract.

In order to meet SAP, students
must have a 2.0 grade-point
average and complete 70 percent
of courses attempted both per
semester and cumulatively.

More than a year has passed
since the Satisfactory Academic
• See ‘SAP,’ Page 6

All eyes on ‘Iron Man’

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian

Students watch the movie “Iron Man” on Aug. 28 in the Student Union’s Gran Salon. More than 100 people attended the event, according to Eric Morales, secretary II for the Student Union. The event was the last Welcome
Week event.

Gameroom changes, Page 3

Politics, Page 4

Index:

Briefs ............................ Page 2
Viewpoint ..................... Page 4
Sports ........................... Page 8

Noticias en Español ....... Página 9

On Campus

Page 2 • September 8, 2008

C ollegian

Briefs

T he

The Collegian is the multimedia student newspaper serving the
University of Texas at Brownsville
and Texas Southmost College. The
newspaper is widely distributed on
campus and is an award-winning
member of the Texas Intercollegiate Press Association.

Collegian Editor
Isis Lopez
Collegian Online Editor
David Guerra
Collegian Webcast Editor
George Echeverria
Spanish Editor
Graciela L. Salazar
Sports Editor
Hugo E. Rodriguez
Advertising Manager
Roxanna Rosas
Advertising Representatives
Jose Luis Padilla
Valeria A. Sosa
Staff Writers
David Boon
Christine Cavazos
Linet Cisneros
Cynthia Hernandez
Paola Ibarra
Leslie Olivares
Julianna Sosa
Copy Editors
David Boon
Linet Cisneros
Damián Jiménez
Hugo E. Rodriguez
Photographers
Rebekah S. Gomez
Diego Lerma
Matthew Lerma
Michael Peña
Elizabeth A. Perez
Cartoonist
Ivan Godinez
Editorial Assistants
Paola Ibarra
and Diego Lerma
Secretary II
Ana Sanchez
Student Publications
Coordinator
Azenett Cornejo
Address:
The Collegian
Student Union 1.28
80 Fort Brown
Brownsville, TX 78520
Phone: (956) 882-5143
Fax: (956) 882-5176
e-mail: collegian@utb.edu
© 2008 The Collegian
The University of Texas at
Brownsville and
Texas Southmost College

The Collegian

Tax rate hearing

The second public hearing on
the proposed Texas Southmost
College District tax rate will
take place at 5 p.m. today in the
Gorgas Hall boardroom. For more
information, call 882-3879.

Art exhibit

An exhibit by contemporary
South Texas artist James Miller
will open with a reception at 6:30
p.m. Tuesday in the Rusteberg
Art Gallery. Admission is $1. The
exhibit runs through Sept. 27. For
more information, call 882-7097
or send an e-mail to gallery@utb.
edu.

Student Success workshop

A workshop titled “Time
Management” will be presented
by Academic Counselor Robert
Phaneuf from 1 to 2 p.m.
Thursday in Cardenas Hall
North 104. A workshop titled
“Learning Styles” will be
presented by Career Counselor
Diana Jean Bustamante from 2
to 3 p.m. Wednesday in Cardenas
Hall North 104. The workshops
are sponsored by the Student
Success Center.
For more
information, call 882-8292.

NHPO Mixer

Cameron County Precinct 2
Commissioner John Wood
will be the guest speaker at the
National Hispanic Professional
Organization networking mixer,
scheduled from 6 to 9 p.m.
Thursday at the Elks Lodge No.
1032, located at 2223 Central
Blvd. For more information, call
Felix Espinosa at 546-3721 or
908-6941.

A&E season kicks off

UTB/TSC’s 2008-2009 Arts &
Entertainment season begins
with a performance by the
Havana NRG Orchestra of
Dallas at 8 p.m. Saturday in the
Jacob Brown Auditorium. Tickets
are $20, $30, $40 and $50. For
more information, call 882-7945.

Monday Night Physics

Michael Webb, an adjunct
faculty member in the Physics

and Astronomy Department,
will present a lecture titled
“The Physics Behind Musical
Instruments” at 7 p.m. Sept. 15 in
the SET-B third-floor conference
room. For more information,
send an e-mail to cesar.cantu1@
utb.edu.

Constitution Day
celebration

UTB/TSC President Juliet V.
García will read the Preamble
to the Constitution during the
celebration of Constitution
Day at 11 a.m. Sept. 17 in the
Gazebos. Charles Dameron, vice
president for Academic Affairs,
will read the Bill of Rights. Pizza
and soft drinks will be served.
The readings will be followed by
the showing of the legal drama
“Gideon’s Trumpet” at noon
in Tandy Hall 113. For more
information, contact Alexander
Dawoody, assistant professor of
government and public policy, at
882-8893.

TSC board meeting

The Texas Southmost College
board of trustees will meet at
5:30 p.m. Sept. 18 in the Gorgas
Hall boardroom. For more
information,
call 882-3879.

Patron of the
Arts

B a r i t o n e
R i c a r d o
D e l g a d o
Herbert and
pianist James
Pullés
will
perform at 8
p.m. Sept. 20
in the SET-B
Lecture Hall.
Admission is
$10 for adults,
$7 for senior
citizens
and
children
and
$3 for UTB/
TSC
students
with a valid
ID. For more
information, call

24 RS
U
O
H

882-7025.
The Faculty and Student
Hispanic Heritage concert will
take place at 8 p.m. Sept. 27 in the
SET-B Lecture Hall. Admission
is $10 for adults, $7 for senior
citizens and children and $3 for
UTB/TSC students with a valid
ID. For information, call 8827025.

Legacy memberships

The Campus Recreation Office
is offering Legacy Memberships
for full-time faculty and staff.
Those who sign up for a $20per-month payroll deduction
between now and Sept. 30 will
be recognized at the opening
of the Recreation, Education
and Kinesiology Center. For
more information, call Campus
Recreation at 982-0172 or send
an e-mail to campusrec@utb.
edu.

Learning Enrichment
services

The Writing Lab located within
the
Learning
Enrichment
Department invites students to
take advantage of the services it
provides. The lab gives support
with writing assignments, research

Mass celebration

The Catholic Campus Ministry
will celebrate Mass at 12:20 p.m.
Tuesday in the Student Union’s
Salon Bougainvillea. A luncheon
will follow the Mass at 1 p.m.

Scorpion Exchange

Buy and sell your used textbooks
with other students at www.
scorpionexchange.com .

ROTC classes

Registration is under way for the
UTB/TSC ROTC Bravo Troop
classes. For more information,
call the Military Science
Department at 882-7621.
--Compiled by Paola Ibarra
If you would like your organization
or department news published in
the Collegian’s Briefs section,
call Paola Ibarra at 882-5143 or
send her an e-mail at collegian@
utb.edu.

Present coupon with UTB/TSC ID and get a FREE drink.
HOMEMADE
1/2 lb. CHEESEBURGER

BUFFET

and Fries
$
ONLY

Mon-Wed

5.95

11 am - 2 pm
ONLY

$

5.95

PANCHOS

with Beans, Cheese,
Fajitas and Avocado
$
ONLY

9.95

COME BY AND SEE US AFTER YOUR NIGHT ON THE TOWN!
Gorditas • Steaks • Menudo • Caldo • Enchiladas • Tripas •
Tacos de Brisket • Cabrito en Salsa • And MORE!
4434 E. 14th St. and Boca Chica Blvd. Brownsville. TX 78520
ORDERS
TO GO!
OPEN24
24 HOURS!
ORDERS
TO GO!
OPEN
HOURS!

542-4777

Professors, Students, Staff!

$375 per month

•$525 per month double occupancy
•Flexible month-to-month agreement
•All utilities paid (cable, water, electricity)
•Near the UTB main campus, 8 min. walk
•Security Surveillance
•Furnished, large rooms, full-size beds
•Micro-fridge, microwave, pool
•Restaurants Nearby
•Internet Available
•Laundry Area

HELP WANTED
Classified

papers, online database research
and Blackboard assistance. All
services are free for current UTB/
TSC students. Operating hours
are from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday
through Thursday and from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday in Cardenas
Hall North 120.

LPC supervisor looking
for LPC interns.
Please contact Connie Johnson at
830-370-3839 or 956-943-7060.

w w w. c o l l e g i a n . u t b . e d u

55 Sam Perl Blvd.

Call 956-546-0381
www.uisroom.com
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Plan would charge for pool table use
By Cynthia Hernandez
Staff Writer
It soon may cost you to play
pool in the Student Union game
room.
The Student Union is proposing
an hourly charge of $3 for use of
a pool table, with a maximum
of four players per table. Every
minute of play after the hour will
cost 5 cents.
Entrance to the game room
without the use of any equipment
remains free for now.
The proposed fee is one of
several changes in the game
room.
“There won’t be any drastic
changes,” said Douglas Stoves,
director of Residential Life and
Housing. “A part of what we’re
doing now is handing out interest
surveys to see what the students
want to see in their game room.”
The Student Union staff will

David Guerra/Collegian

The Student Union is proposing an hourly fee of $3 per pool table in the gameroom.

hand out surveys throughout
campus to ensure that UTB/TSC
students with suggestions of
new games or any other supplies
will contribute to any additional
changes to the game room.
“It would be cool to see
some foosball and maybe some
pingpong tables in the game
room,” said junior biology major

Elias Guerra. “It’s nice to see that
an effort is being made to have
students give their opinion on
what they want.”
The fee is being proposed to
help defray costs.
“What we would charge would
be basically for the upkeep of the
equipment in there,” Stoves said.
“It’s not going to be a budget

breaker. It’s more meant to just
offset some of the costs.”
Some students are upset about
the fee.
“As far as I’m concerned, I
looked at my statement of charges
and we are being charged for the
Student Union area,” said junior
computer information systems
major Isaac Olivarez. “I mean,
we have enough with tuition. I
don’t think they should charge.”
Freshman
nursing
major
Salvador Guevara said school is
already expensive enough.
“We don’t need another thing
to be charged with,” Guevara
said.
Students already are charged
for other things in the game
room, such as leaving your ID
behind, which will cost you
$10; abandoning a pool table or
equipment, $10; a broken cue
stick, $25; broken cue balls,
$150; and damage to the pool

table, such as writing on the rails
or damage to the felt, will cost
$300. The first violation will
result in the loss of game room
privileges for one week, followed
by complete loss of privileges and
a referral to the dean of students
on the second violation.
Board
games,
including
Monopoly and Yahtzee, are now
available for students to use in
the game room.
“This change will definitely
[attract] other students as well,”
Guerra said. “It’s fun to play
board games with your friends,
especially when you have nothing
better to do.”
Students will be required to
show their UTB/TSC Sting Card
ID or a statement of charges to
enter the game room and have
access to the equipment. As
students enter the room, they
• See ‘Pool,’ Page 14

2 construction projects near completion
By David Boon
Staff Writer

Two of seven Texas Southmost
College construction projects are
scheduled for completion by the
end of the year, officials say.
Renovation of the International
Technology,
Education
and
Commerce Campus will meet the
finish line first.
“[It] is scheduled for completion
… sometime [in] October or
November,”
said
Veronica
Mendez, assistant vice president
for Planning and Construction.
Under the $17 million project,
more than 60,000 of the former
mall’s 600,000 square feet of
space are being renovated.
“This remodel is a very

beautiful project,” said Larry
Ocanas, project superintendent
for SpawGlass, the company in
charge of the construction. “It
has a very comfortable feeling
when you walk into the building.
I would think the students would
feel warm and welcome going
into it.”
The $26 million, 150,000square-foot Recreation, Education
and Kinesiology Center also will
be completed this year. Half of the
REK Center is financed by a fee
students approved in a referendum
conducted in March 2004. The
other half comes from a $68
million bond issue approved by
Texas Southmost College District
voters in November 2004.
The REK Center will have six

classrooms, a jogging track, a
multipurpose gymnasium with
three basketball courts, two
multipurpose rooms for classes,
such as aerobics and dance, and
a multipurpose field that can be
used for soccer and flag football
games.
“It’s in the final stages of
construction and we anticipate …
late November or early December
to complete the building and then
we’ll have to move in,” Mendez
said. “We’re all anticipating that
to be a great hit.”
Freshman biology major David
Valdez looks forward to the REK
Center having the same amenities
as a private gym.
“If they can have [those] here
for the students,” Valdez said,

“that’s even better to support
physical health.”
All other projects under
construction will be finished by
2010 and are paid for in part by
the aforementioned 2004 bond
issue. These projects include the
$5 million Center for Childhood
Studies, the $10.7 million
classroom building, the $14.4
million new library and the $25
million Arts Center. Once the
new library is completed, plans
call for a $2 million renovation of
the Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial
Library.
Three other projects are on the
drawing board: the Science and
Technology Learning Center, a
• See ‘Construction,’ Page 12

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian

SpawGlass employee Gilbert Martinez
studies paint and carpet samples on Aug.
12 for the renovation of the International
Technology, Education and Commerce
Campus.
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Is Sarah Palin
the right
choice for VP?
Why or why
not?
“I think it’s the right
choice because
with [Republican
presidential
candidate Sen.
John] McCain, I
think they would
[be] a good couple, so
they could better our country and
we could have more opportunities.”
Jorge Cruz
Freshman criminal justice major
“I think it’s just a
ploy that McCain
is doing to get
people talking, so
basically no.”
Mario Garza
Junior sociology
major
“Sí, deberíamos
de tener más
candidatas
vice-presidente
mujeres”.
Nadia Elizondo
Freshman biology
major
“I think she is
because she is a
woman, so I think
they are giving
us an opportunity
to have a point of
view.”
Cristina Zermeño
Freshman education major
--Compiled by Christine Cavazos
--Photos by Matthew Lerma

President’s Cor ner
As the semester gets into full swing,
the Student Government Association
will be conducting a survey in an attempt
to discover what issues and concerns the
student body faces.
The survey lists common issues, and
students will rank them in terms of
importance and jot down others as well.
In addition, SGA is also conducting focus
groups at different times during the week
to listen to students as they express their
ideas about improving overall campus
life. Once the surveys and focus groups
are concluded and studied, the SGA will
take action to improve issues that are of
great concern.
Voting is another point of interest
that the SGA has been working on.
The President’s Circle, which consists

of
student
organization
leaders,
plans
to
encourage
students to get
deputized to help
people register to
vote. The SGA’s
goal is to register
as many students
as possible so they will be able to vote in
the upcoming elections.
In the next few weeks, we will work
on having voter registration drives on
campus and promote Rock the Vote (a
Web site where young people can register
to vote). You must be registered at least
30 days before Election Day, Nov. 4.
We are looking forward to having the

freshman senate elections on Tuesday.
I am excited to see a lot of freshmen
interested in voicing their colleagues’
concerns. I know that campaigning
and getting people to vote for you can
be a tough challenge. However, if you
communicate your ideas to students,
work hard and dedicate time to your
election then you can win a spot in the
SGA. Non-freshmen who are interested
in being part of the SGA can apply
for a senate position. Applications are
available in Student Union 2.28, or send
me an e-mail at Jorge.Alanis10@gmail.
com to obtain more information and take
advantage of this wonderful leadership
opportunity.
Jorge Alanis
SGA President

Letters to the editor policy
Letters must include the name, classification and phone
number of the author or the letter cannot be published. Opinions
expressed in The Collegian are those of writers and do not

necessarily reflect the views of The Collegian or UTB/TSC
administrators. The editor reserves the right to edit the letters.
Letters for The Collegian can be sent to collegian@utb.edu.

The Collegian

Politics

September 8, 2008 • Page 5

McCain has young supporters, too
By Shawn Boonstra, Lindsey Lanzendorfer
and Natasha Ludwig
McClatchy Newspapers

ST. PAUL, Minn.--Although public opinion polls find
Barack Obama leading John McCain by 2-1 among young
voters, the 72-year-old Arizona Republican senator has
youthful supporters who are looking to him for change.
“Not all of America’s youth are liberal-minded; there
are young conservatives, which makes it obvious that they
would be supportive of McCain’s policy platform,” said
Marsha Marotta, a political science professor at Westfield
State College in Massachusetts.
At the Republican National Convention in St. Paul last
week, young Republicans said they supported McCain
because of his experience, proven leadership ability,
willingness to find common ground with Democrats and
moderate social policies.
“When I see McCain, I see experience,” said Joel Fisher,

a 22-year-old Texas alternate.
Riley Barnes, a 21-year-old Texas delegate, agreed,
saying: “He is a proven leader.”
Some young supporters pointed to McCain’s
practicality.
“Nothing against Obama--he has a good vision. But
McCain’s vision is more practical,” said Thomas Bowling,
an 18-year-old delegate from Massachusetts.
Talking about Obama, Fisher said, “He says everything
people want to hear. But the problem is that he does not
talk about reality.”
Many young Republican delegates said that the Illinois
Democratic senator had ideas but no plan to implement
them.
On national security issues, McCain is more willing
than President Bush has been to use diplomacy and “soft
power,” but less willing than Obama would be, said Robert
Groven, a communications professor at Augsburg College
in Minneapolis.
McCain’s moderate image also
is attracting some Republican
youth.
“I like what he brings to the
party,” Barnes said. “A lot of the
time we as Republicans focus
more on the issues on the farther
right, and it is better to have a
candidate who is more moderate.
He is not afraid to speak his mind
and stand up for what he believes
in. He can definitely be considered
a role model for young voters.”
“Young McCain voters are still
looking for change, but McCain
favors a more institutional type of
change rather than overall social
change,” Groven said.
Kimberly Dena, a 19-year-old
Texas alternate delegate to the
convention, agreed.
“I think it is substance,” she said.
“I’m looking for a substantive
change. I look for balance in the
economy. Tomorrow’s jobs are
our future.”
Many young
delegates expressed enthusiasm
for Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin’s
ability to influence younger
voters.

Sacramento Bee/MCT

Texas delegate Margaret Lopez holds buttons supporting Republican
vice presidential candidate Sarah Palin on Thursday at the Xcel Energy
Center in St. Paul, Minn.

“She will attract young women who want to have both a
career and a family,” Dena said.
That’s less certain, however, according to political
science professor Andrew Aoki of Augsburg College.
“Palin is unlikely to have any impact on the youth vote.
The evidence seems pretty clear that VP choices do not
have much effect on vote choices.”
“I think younger people see McCain as not relating
to them, but they should look into detail,” said Meghan
Wadsworth, a 17-year-old delegate from Ohio.
(Boonstra, a senior at Augsburg College, Lanzendorfer,
a senior at Juniata College, and Ludwig, a junior at
Westfield State College, served asMcClatchy interns at the
Republican National Convention.)

Abaca Press/MCT

Republican presidential nominee John McCain and vice presidential nominee Sarah Palin stand together on stage
following her address Wednesday to the Republican National Convention at the Xcel Energy Center in St. Paul,
Minn.

Page 6 • September 8, 2008

On Campus

SGA to poll students on issues

SAP

By Leslie Olivares
Staff Writer

Progress policy was revamped, and the
university is still determining what the
consequences will be.
“We are still working on the
consequences,” said Associate Vice
President for Enrollment Management
Linda Fossen. “It’s something that we’ve
discussed and we’re still determining
what that’s going to be. We’re still
considering what we need to do. We
want the students to succeed; our goal
is not to punish students, it’s not to
overwork students—it’s to help them
with whatever they need to realize their
dreams.”
Asked what types of consequences
would be implemented, Fossen
responded, “I’d rather not go there right
now because we’re still negotiating. ... I
don’t want to put preconceived notions
out there right now because I don’t think
we’re really quite prepared for that.”
In the Jan.14 issue of The Collegian,
Vice President for Academic Affairs
Charles Dameron said that a possible
consequence would be placing the
student on academic suspension.
The conditions of the contract include
meeting three times a semester with
an academic adviser, meeting twice a
month with instructors, completing a
career inventory with a career counselor,
visiting the Student Success Center,

The Student Government Association has
appointed College of Liberal Arts Senator
Rosalinda Rangel as the association’s senator
pro tem and freshman nursing major Jessica
Garza as its newest senator at large.
“I think that in representing the senate, I
would be a great person because I am very
unbiased. … I don’t tend to take sides,” Rangel
said before her appointment on Tuesday.
In other business, SGA President Jorge
Alanis commended the four members of
the audience who attended and informed
the senate that a survey is in the works to
get input on the issues and concerns of the
student body.
Alanis said the survey would be conducted
this week.
He also mentioned that the SGA would
be meeting with the presidents of student
organizations to encourage each club’s
members to be deputized to register the public
to vote.
“It is imperative that we work together,”
Alanis said.
During officer reports, Rangel reported
on the formation of a committee that will
recommend guidelines for the International
Education Fee, which is $2 per semester and
is used for the Study Abroad Program.
In the Let Your Voice Be Heard portion of the

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian

Student Government Association Vice President of
Administration Joel Alaffa (left) and Vice President of
Policy and Procedure Robert Paredes count the secret
ballots for the senator pro tem election during Tuesday’s
meeting in Salon Gardenia.

meeting, freshman Claudia Robinson asked
the SGA if it would take into consideration
the need for lockers.
“My backpack weighs around 10 to 12
pounds … my books are thick … I need
lockers,” Robinson said.
Graduate student Dave Smith voiced his
concern about the SGA’s unfilled senate
seats.
“My concern is with all these open slots,”
Smith said. “What [will] you do to promote
persons from these colleges to come and
participate?”
The SGA will meet at 5 p.m. Tuesday in the
Student Union’s Salon Gardenia.

Continued from Page 1

The Collegian
enrolling in the STING Peer Mentor
program and attending workshops on
time management, study skills and test
anxiety.
Fossen said the reason the university
implemented a contract is to engage
students in a dialogue with their advisers,
“and help them understand some of the
support services that we have.”
Andreina Galvan, interim director for
the Academic Advising Center, said that
out of the 1,500 students on probation in
Spring 2008, 1,100 signed a contract and
900 completed at least 50 percent of the
contract’s requirements.
“Many of the students came in to
sign a contract and, you know, they had
to follow up on the contract,” Galvan
said. “Not all of them followed it, some
followed up to some extent and then they
didn’t do some of the other assignments
that they had to do. So, we were kind of
chasing people around, and then those
other 400 that never came in, we tried to
reach them.”
She said that they sent cards to students
through faculty, reminding them to go to
the advising center, “and many of them
did.”
Galvan said the advising center
attempted to reach students through
phone calls and e-mails. She said they
also set tables in front of the advising
center, “and we still couldn’t get some
of the people to come in to sign contracts
or follow through with the contracts.”

Graduate & Professional Schools Fair
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Scorpion pride: No. 1 goal for SGA Registration continues
2,089 fewer students, so far

By Christine Cavazos
Staff Writer
Student
Government
Association President JorgeAlanis
introduced 10 strategic goals to
students and faculty gathered at
the Presidents’ Reception Aug. 29
in the SET-B Lecture Hall.
Among the most important
goals, the SGA wants students to
be proud of UTB/TSC and will
help develop a comprehensive
school pride program.
Members want to promote the
Scorpion mascot, school colors
and students’ accomplishments.
They also want to create an
Orange Out Day, where students
can show their university pride by
wearing orange, blue and white.
Students who have graduated
are encouraged to become
members of the UTB/TSC
Alumni Association to continue
supporting the university.
Also, a faculty member of the
year award will be given to a
professor who goes beyond his or
her duties to assist students.
Among other goals, the SGA
wants to increase the focus on
students by conducting a survey.

By Isis Lopez
Collegian Editor

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian

Student Government Association President Jorge Alanis presents the organization’s
strategic goals during the Presidents’ Reception Aug. 29 in the SET-B Lecture Hall.

It will ask for the top 10 issues
students are concerned with
and aim to provide solutions for
them.
The senate also wants to increase
the visibility of SGA by updating
its Web site, e-mailing minutes
of its meetings to students who
wish to be informed, sponsoring
events and reaching out to high
school student councils to inform
them about the association and
meetings with faculty, staff and
administrators on important
issues.
The SGA wants to promote the
health of students by encouraging
them to visit the new Recreation,
Education and Kinesiology Center

(REK), which that will open this
spring.
As Election Day approaches,
the SGA will help develop a
campuswide voter registration
initiative, encouraging them to
access www.rockthevote.com, a
Web site that helps young people
register.
“It is critical that we all work
together to get a good turnout,”
Alanis said.
Members also want to
increase leadership development
opportunities for students through
community service.
• See ‘SGA,’ Page 10

As of press time, 15,126 students
were enrolled at UTB/TSC, but that
is not the final number, university
officials say.
“We’re still registering primarily
Dual Enrollment students, so
my best estimate is that we’ll be
slightly above last year’s when
we’re finished, but, again, we’re
not finished,” said Linda Fossen,
assistant vice president for
Enrollment Management.
Last fall’s enrollment was
17,215.
“Our registration is done for
the fall, for on campus,” Fossen
told The Collegian. “The students
are already in the classrooms for
Dual, we’re just still in the process
of inputting that data into our
computer system and that’s why we
don’t have it all finalized yet.”
The last day for registration on
campus was Aug. 22.
“Students who registered after
that couple of days of registration of
drop, add had to secure permission

from their professors,” Fossen said.
She expects enrollment to
increase.
“We don’t know exactly at what
level until we finish our registration
... in about two weeks,” Fossen
said.
Fossen said that in one academic
year, 50 percent of Brownsville
high school graduates enroll at
UTB/TSC.
According
to information
provided
by
Enrollment
Management,
962
students
who graduated in 2008 from
the Brownsville School District
enrolled at UTB/TSC this semester.
Last fiscal year, there were 2,270
students who were in 12th grade at
BISD.
Fossen said the Texas Legislature
records enrollment in the state’s
higher education institutions and
provides formula funding based on
head count and credit hours every
two years.
She said that in the last six years
“the university has had a very
steady increase in enrollment,
so our formula funding has been
increased.”

UTB/TSC Students ONLY:
Present this coupon with your
UTB/TSC ID and receive an
extra $5 for your first donation.
08/01/08 - 12/31/08

Blood Plasma Donations have provided...

• Innovative life-saving products and services since 1940

• Significant scientific and clinical advances in health care
• Therapeutic treatments to countless numbers of children

and adults in desperate need of critical care for burns, shock
and other life-threatening conditions.

• Our plasma donors with a much-needed additional income!
You can become part of this life-saving team
and start enjoying the benefits of extra cash.

Together we can make a difference…

New donors receive:
1st donation $30
2nd donation $35
3rd donation $35
4th donation $40

Regular donors receive:
1st donation $20
2nd donation $25

Donors receive an
extra $10 on their fifth
consecutive donation!
For more information,
call 574-9200 or visit our center at:

For more complete information and a plasma collection center
near you, please visit www.grifols.com

Biomat USA, Inc.
653 E. 13th St.
Brownsville, TX 78520
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Scorpion spirit soars in season opener
By Hugo E. Rodriguez
Sports Editor
and Elizabeth A. Perez
Staff Writer
Four Scorpions have taken fan support
to a new level.
Scorpion outfielder Matthew Warner,
pitcher/infielder Evan Hardman, infielder
Schaune Collins and outfielder/pitcher
Kellen Burman made up a spirit squad that
attended the UTB/TSC Women’s Soccer
Team season opener Aug. 31 with their
bodies painted orange and blue, and black
lettering spelling out “GO UTB.”
The baseball players caught the attention
of fans, players and coaches alike.
Warner started the group because of his
girlfriend, goalkeeper Stephanie Reid.
“My girlfriend is on the soccer team and
I got the idea to kinda support her and to
support the rest of the team,” he said. “We
want to show school spirit and just go out
and have some fun with it.”
Warner described the positive feedback
he received.
“The soccer girls, they liked it, they
appreciated it,” he said. “All the parents
liked it. The coaches were grateful for us
showing support and everything.”
Besides cheering on their fellow athletes,
Warner’s group entertained the crowd
by doing push-ups when the soccer team
scored.
“It was a little weird at first, people
looking at us,” Collins said. “But, then
once people came up and started talking
to [us], it felt like an appreciation for you
coming out and supporting the athletic
program like that.”
He said it was all in the Scorpion
family.
“We’re just trying to show some school
spirit,” Collins said. “All four of us are on
the baseball team and we’re all an athletics
family here. … Hopefully, we can get
some support at the baseball games, too.
For the second time in two years,
the Scorpions defeated Texas A&M
International University. They repeated
last year’s historical win with the same 3-1

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian

Members of the UTB/TSC Baseball Team show their support for the women’s soccer team at the Aug. 31 game at Morningside Park. Shown (from left) are outfielder/
pitcher Kellen Burman, infielder Schaune Collins, outfielder/pitcher Matthew Warner and pitcher/infielder Evan Hardman.

score.
The Scorpions scored their first goal
of the season only seven minutes into
the game when forward Linette Cuvillier
rushed through the Dustdevil defense
and sent the ball sailing into the net.
Then the Dustdevils stepped up their
defense with a series of counterattacks
through the Scorpion flanks. However, the
UTB/TSC defense and goalie Reid brought
their A-game and the Laredo attempts
on goal were repelled again and again.
The humidity had its fair share of impact
on both teams and the game’s pace
slowed down as they reached the half.
After halftime, the two teams retook the
field, unfazed by the oppressive humidity
and heat. Battles for the ball took place
all across the field, with no clear victor in
sight. Fifteen minutes into the second half,
a late cross into the Dustdevil goal missed
its mark and while the audience saw the
ball going out of bounds, Cuvillier rescued
it and drove it home, raising the score 2-0.
Fifteen minutes later, forward Rochelle
Bryan received a cross from Julia
Dell’Aquila, stopped the ball near the

penalty area and sent a missile flying past
the defenders and inside the net for the 3-0.
The Dustdevils rescued some of their
honor with a long-range shot from Dalia
Hernandez that made its way into the
Scorpion goal for the 3-1, just a few
minutes before the game was over.
“I guess for the first game it was pretty
good,” said Head Women’s Soccer
Coach Nik Barjaktarevic. “We still
need to protect the goal a bit better.
“There was a lot of spaces in the field,
we can create better opportunities, we had
a lot of shots on goal, but we need to make
sure that we connect the goals, get it in the
goal, and perhaps we could play a little bit
tighter.”
Carling Rootes, a defender/midfielder
and team captain, shared the coach’s view.
“I think we did good … but overall
I think we just need to practice more

and we’ll be good,” Rootes said.
About 100 people attended the game,
including a small number of Dustdevil
fans.
The Scorpions traveled to Houston the
next day to take on the Houston Baptist
University Huskies, an NCAA Division I
school; unfortunately, they were not able
repeat the previous day’s success and lost 2-1.
As of press time Thursday, the women’s
team was 1-1 overall as they headed for a
game against Oklahoma Baptist University
in the Scorpion Soccer Classic. The men’s
soccer team opened its season away from
home with a 3-0 victory over the University
of St. Thomas in Houston, but dropped a 2-1
decision the next day against Mississippi’s
William Carey University. They headed
into the Classic with a 1-1 record.

This week in the Scorpion Nation
Date
Saturday

Team 		
Volleyball

Opponent		
University of St. Thomas

Location		
Garza Gym

Time
3 p.m.

On Campus

Disney experts on campus
By Leslie Olivares
Staff Writer
UTB/TSC will host a Disney
Institute presentation from 8 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Wednesday in the
Student Union’s Gran Salon.
This is the university’s first year

hosting the event.
“The Disney Institute is a oneday workshop where presenters
from Disney [speak] on four
topics: leadership, management,
loyalty and service,” said Cledia
Hernandez, program director for
Business and Industry.

Each
topic
will
touch
on
establishing
supportive
environments for employees,
developing service philosophies,
communicating vision to build
involvement and strategies for
creating loyalty for brand and
business, according to a news

release the Office of News &
Information.
Speaking on the topics will
be Disney Ambassadors Tom
Thompson and Kerry Kalus.
“It’s once in a lifetime when
you can attend a training like this
at a low cost,” Hernandez said. “If

you really think about it, having
to travel all the way to Florida to
… receive this training … it does
get pretty costly. You get all these
concepts that are applicable to any
business environment. … Why not
learn from the best?”

Noticias en Español

The Collegian

8 de septiembre de 2008 • Página 9

Consulado brinda apoyo a mexicanos Estudiante
Por Graciela L. Salazar
Editora de Español
El Consulado de México en Brownsville
atiende diariamente en promedio a 100
personas.
En los Estados Unidos existen 50 consulados,
12 de ellos están en Texas.
“La labor de un consulado es la de
documentar tanto a los mexicanos como a los
extranjeros”, dijo el Cónsul de México Víctor
Manuel Treviño Escudero.

Diego Lerma/Collegian

Ramiro Ballesteros, del departamento de documentación
del consulado, atiende a las personas en el Consulado
de México en Brownsville localizado en el edificio ITEC.

De acuerdo al derecho internacional cuando
se está dentro de un consulado mexicano se
está en territorio mexicano.
“Aquí estamos en México, así que
bienvenidos”, dijo el Cónsul.
Los documentos de más demanda en el consulado
son el pasaporte y la matrícula consular.

El pasaporte es un documento
que identifica a su titular como
nacional del país que lo expide y
le permite viajar a otros países.
Una de las funciones de la
matrícula consular es identificar
a un mexicano en el extranjero.
La matrícula consular no sólo se
expide en Estados Unidos, sino en
cualquier parte del mundo.
Uno de los tantos servicios que brinda el
consulado es proteger a los mexicanos que
residen en el extranjero.
“Visitamos a la gente que por alguna razón
está detenida, tiene algún problema legal,
puede ser penal o de orden migratorio, así como
también los asistimos en caso de accidente o
de alguna situación en un hospital”, comentó
Treviño Escudero.
El objetivo de la protección consular a los
mexicanos en el exterior es la salvaguarda
y defensa de sus derechos fundamentales e
intereses en sus relaciones de naturaleza civil,
penal, laboral, administrativa, migratoria
y judicial con autoridades extranjeras y/o
particulares, según la página de Internet de la
Secretaría de Relaciones Exteriores.
Por medio del Instituto de Mexicanos en
Exterior (IME) se promueven programas como
el Instituto Nacional para la Educación de los
Adultos (INEA) para que personas que no han
terminado la primaria o secundaria puedan
hacerlo.
“[Así] pueden obtener un mejor empleo y,
porqué no, también pueden incorporarse a la
universidad”, mencionó.
Otro programa impulsado por el IME, con el
respaldo de la Secretaría de Salud, es el de las
ventanillas de salud para mejorar la calidad de
vida de las comunidades migrantes en Estados
Unidos.
Su propósito es orientar a los migrantes
mexicanos para que tengan una atención
médica oportuna, y transmitir información

sobre salud preventiva.
“Aquí tenemos un módulo
afuera del consulado, que
es una forma de que a las
personas residentes en Estados
Unidos conozcan cuáles son
los programas de salud que se
ofrecen en el condado”, dijo el
Cónsul.
El consulado de México en
Brownsville con la Secretaría de Relaciones
Exteriores tienen distintos programas de
difusión cultural.
El pasado miércoles se inauguró la muestra
fotográfica del mexicano Eniac Martínez
“Camino Real Tierra Adentro”, en el Museo
Fine Art de Brownsville. Esta continuará
hasta el 4 de octubre para después partir a
Washington, D.C., Denver y Los Angeles.
También en el Museo Fine Art de
Brownsville se encuentra la exposición de
Joaquín García Quintana “Puro color: Joaquín
García Quintana: 20 años” y estará hasta el 27
de septiembre.
El jueves se inauguró “Dos Universos”,
la exposición de pintura y escultura de la
regiomontana María del Rosario Treviño, en
el Museo de Historia y Arte de la ciudad de
Harlingen. Estará hasta el 9 de noviembre.
El 19 de septiembre a las 6:30 p.m., se
presentará en UTB/TSC el documental de Juan
Farré “Niño Fidencio: De Roma a Espinazo”.
También habrá una mesa redonda.
El Niño Fidencio “es una persona que curaba
con las manos, operaba con vidrio y curaba
[también] con plantas”, dijo Evangelina García
Moreno, Cónsul para promoción comercial,
turística, asuntos culturales y acervo.
También se planean otros eventos culturales
con motivo de las fiestas patrias.
Para mayor información, favor de comunicarse
al Consulado de México al 542-2051 o a la página
de Internet www.sre.gob.mx/Brownsville/.

Expresión en colores

Jose Parga, estudiante de arte de último año, da los toques finales a su pieza de arte durante la clase de Pintura Avanzada el miércoles pasado.

Rebekah S. Gómez/Collegian

de hoy

Diego Lerma/Collegian

Nombre: Raquel Reyes
Edad: 43 años
Ciudad natal: Matamoros
Promedio: 3.85
Especialidad: Contabilidad
Clasificación: Estudiante de tercer año
Reconocimientos: Lista de la Rectora,
Otoño 2007. Lista del Decano: Verano
I 2004, Otoño 2006 y Primavera
2008, Scholastic Excellence Award in
Cooperative Education en el 2005 y
Scholastic Excellence in Business en
el 2007.
Pasatiempos: “Me gusta el béisbol,
me gusta el deporte, y pasar un rato
agradable con mi familia”.
Actividades
extracurriculares:
“Miembro de Alpha Chi y Phi Theta
Kappa, también fui voluntaria en el
programa Kids Appreciation Day,
Voluntary Income Tax Assistance y
Boo at the Zoo con [la] Sociedad de
Contabilidad”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Graduarme
y trabajar en una compañía
reconocida de contabilidad”.
¿Si pudieras cambiar algo de
la universidad, qué harías?
“Incrementaría el tiempo para
estudiar en los cuartos de la
biblioteca, [ya que] te prestan un
cuarto… [durante] dos horas… y
apenas estás agarrando el hilo cuando
un empleado te pide el cuarto”.
¿Qué les aconsejarías a los
estudiantes de nuevo ingreso?
“Que no se desanimen, ellos tienen
toda la capacidad para cumplir sus
metas”.
¿Qué consejo le darías a los
estudiantes para estudiar antes
de un examen? “Que no se esperen
hasta el final para estudiar”.
Anécdota: “Una vez tomando la
clase de Business Law sin darme
cuenta oprimí la tecla para empezar
el examen [por Internet] de un
capítulo que ni siquiera había leído,
afortunadamente saqué un buen
grado”.
--Recopilado por Paola Ibarra
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Course gives students skills to succeed
By Linet Cisneros
Staff Writer
A new course offered by the university
designed for students who are on probation
teaches the necessary skills and resources needed
to succeed.
The NCB 2000 course was “created to assist
students to succeed in college by offering them a
peer mentor covering topics that we feel strongly
that the student needs in order to be successful
in college,” said Sergio Martinez, coordinator for
Student Development.
The course is mandatory for any student on
academic probation or who has an overall gradepoint average of 1.0, Martinez said.
It assists them with whatever help they need
and is taught by volunteer instructors including
faculty and staff.
“We cover topics we feel are important to their
success: time management, goal setting, knowing
how to figure out their GPA, understanding the
Satisfactory Academic Progress policy in detail
and understanding all the different types of
services there are to assist them,” he said.
NCB 2000 is a non-credit-based course,
which means students will not receive credit or
a grade for the course. Students either receive a
satisfactory or unsatisfactory mark.
A peer mentor is also assigned to these
students. Mentors are academically successful
students who have a GPA of 3.0 or greater and
are taking 15 semester credit hours. They help

students with their study habits, help assign them
a tutor and help them with whatever problems
they may have.
“We try to teach them all the resources the
university has … and we have our one-on-one
meetings where they can discuss any problems
they may have … and feel that they’re not alone,”
said peer mentor Rosalinda Rangel.
“We are doing everything we can as an
institution to address every issue these students
may have. … We are giving [them] every
opportunity to be successful, but it’s up to them
to take advantage of it,” Martinez said.
The new NCB 2000 course serves a completely
different purpose from NCB 1000.
NCB 1000 is geared toward students who have
not passed the THEA or COMPASS exam and are
in remedial courses. It goes over developmental
skills in order for students to pass either one of
these exams, provides tutoring in developmental
learning areas such as reading, writing and
mathematics, and teaches students about the
services of the university.
NCB 2000 is strictly for students who are
on academic probation or have less than a 1.0
GPA. This course does not remove students from
academic probation; they are still required to
meet the SAP standards. It simply provides them
with the skills to do better in their courses.
There are 83 students enrolled in the NCB 2000
course and 450 enrolled in NCB 1000, according
to preliminary figures provided by Martinez.
    

Now open in Brownsville!
Become a professional bartender in only 2 weeks! Sign up now.

Special
$295

*Summer classes now enrolling • Classes start Monday, Sept. 8, 2008, at 6 p.m.
• Job placement available
*Must be 18 years or older

905 E. Adams, Brownsville, TX 78520

For more information, call us at 986-6200 or visit us on the Web at
http://www.southtexasbartending.com

SGA

Continued from Page 7

There are several activities that the
senate will be working on such as
developing different spring programs
for students.
“[During] Spring Break, rather than
sometimes going out to party with our
friends, why not take some time and
help impact somebody’s life,” Alanis
said.
To ensure students’ safety as the
campus grows, the SGA pledges to
work closely with Campus Police.
The senate also encourages students
to be informed on issues that impact the
campus community and urges them to
take action.
“SGA will make sure students
become aware of local news and even
national news,” Alanis said, “so that
students [can] have a knowledgeable
discussion or argument … for it or
against it.”
With the Satisfactory Academic
Progress (SAP) policy still in effect, the
SGA wants to make sure students know
its requirements and where to obtain
help if needed.
The final
goal of the SGA is
to maintain a strong and effective
relationshipwithcampusadministration,
“so that the voice of students continues
to be heard,” he said.
UTB/TSC President Juliet V. García

The Collegian
also spoke at the reception.
The SGA presented García with a
bracelet for her hard work in helping
students. She was also given an editorial
cartoon drawn by Collegian cartoonist
Ivan Godinez, which shows García
knocking out Homeland Security
Secretary Michael Chertoff, signifying
the university’s legal victory in the
border wall case.
“I have received many awards,
but nothing, nothing beats … what
I have received today,” García said.
“Muchísimas gracias.”
She then spoke about the university’s
struggle against placement of the border
fence on campus.
On Feb. 8 of this year, the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security
filed suit against Texas Southmost
College and the University of Texas
System for access to the campus and
the possible construction of an 18foot wall that would have left the Fort
Brown Memorial Golf Course south
of the fence. The case was settled
earlier this summer, with the university
agreeing to enhance its existing fencing
around campus.
“Our job was to say it’s a bad idea
on this campus, at this time, and here
is why,” she said. “And that’s why
we were fighting; we wanted an
opportunity to say that in federal court,
in a civil manner not by protesting but
in a civil, respectful, articulate and
powerful manner.”
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Construction

Continued from Page 3

375 Media Luna Rd.
Brownsville, TX 78521

Student Success Complex and additional
student housing.
The $33.8 million Science and Technology
Learning Center will be adjacent to the Life
and Health Sciences building and will house
the Nursing Department and the Center for
Biomedical Studies. It will be funded by
tuition revenue bonds approved by the Texas
Legislature in 2006.
“In terms of ground breaking, I would
anticipate somewhere in the spring of 2009,”
Mendez said, referring to the center. “We
anticipate to be able to issue contracts later

on this year.”
University ofﬁcials plan to submit a
proposal to the Legislature next spring for
the $63 million Student Success Complex.
“We have plans … to put in for our ﬁfth
building, and we’re optimistic we’ll get
that,” said David Pearson, vice president
for Partnership Affairs. “It will allow for a
consolidation and centralizing of everything
from ﬁnancial aid and advising and all those
kinds of things which serve the needs of the
students.”
Pearson said UTB/TSC plans to build
additional student housing along the Fort
Brown peninsula. The source of funding
for the project is still being determined, he
said.

School of Education

BENCHMARK TEST
September 13, 2008
Time: 7:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

EC-4 Generalist
EC-4 Bilingual Generalist
Pedagogy & Professional Responsibilities

PHONE: 546-1605 FAX: 546-1607
EMAIL: tbbtld@rgv.rr.com

The deadline to register is Wednesday, September 10th. You will
need to come by the School of Education to register and pick up your
ticket prior to the Benchmark Test date. If you need further information, please contact our Field Experiences Ofﬁce at 882-5700.
In addition, you are required to bring your UTB ID or Texas Driver’s License,
scantron sheet and a #2 pencil on the day of the Benchmark Test.

Sexually Transmitted Infections/Diseases (STIs/STDs)
On the Rise on College Campuses!
Sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) have become more prevalent
among college students in the United States (CDC, 2008).

1025 Wildrose Ln.
Brownsville, TX 78520

By the age of 24, 1 in 3 sexually active people
will have contracted an STD (CDC, 2007).
MOST COMMON STIs/STDs
• AIDS/HIV
• Chlamydia
• Gonorrhea
• Genital Herpes
• Genital Warts caused by
Human Papillomavirus
• Pelvic Inﬂammatory Disease
which can cause infertility
• Syphilis
Treatment on Time can prevent
long-lasting health effects and the
transmission of STIs to others.

COMMON SIGNS/SYMPTOMS OF STIs
• Itching around the vagina and/or discharge
from the vagina for women
• Discharge from the penis for men
• Pain during sex or when urinating
• Pain in the pelvic area
• Sore throats in people who have oral sex
• Swollen glands, fever and body aches
• Unusual infections, unexplained fatigue,
night sweats and weight loss
• Soft, ﬂesh-colored warts around the genital
area

If you are experiencing any of these symptoms,
please seek our medical services.
Your health is our Priority!
We ensure the utmost quality of care and treatment.
Conﬁdentiality and Your Right to Privacy are ensured by
our medical practitioners.

PHONE: 542-1941 FAX: 542-8104
EMAIL: lcbtltd@rgv.rr.com

STUDENT HEALTH SERVICES
(956) 882-3896 or (956) 882-8951
Cortez Hall RM. 237
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Professor
of the month
Name: Elizabeth Heise
Position:
Assistant
Professor,
Chemistry
and
Environmental
Sciences
Department
Birthplace: Los
Angeles, Calif.     
Degrees:
Bachelor’s
in geology from the
University of California
at Los Angeles; doctorate
in geology from Texas
A&M University.
Most recent research:
“My most recent research has been
working on the erosion on South Padre
Island. We’re building a continuous dune
line on the sand dunes on the Island in
front of the condominiums. I’ve been
working with the Town of South Padre
Island and with the Surfrider Foundation
to re-vegetate the dunes, and the nice thing
about that is that when Hurricane Dolly
[hit], all the sand dunes we re-vegetated
last year, all held up to the storm. I got a
very happy result of my research, which
is the work we did actually worked and
it protected the condominiums that we
re-vegetated in front of, which is about a
half a dozen condominiums.”
Have you taught in any other
institution of higher education? “Yes, I

used to teach at Blinn College in Bryan,
Texas, and I was a teaching assistant at
Texas A&M [University].”
How many years have you taught at
UTB/TSC? “This is the
beginning of my sixth year.”
What other jobs have you
had? “The most fun job
I had other than being a
professor was that I was a
sailing instructor and dock
master in Marina del Rey,
Calif. And I taught people
how to sail and I managed
the dock. I got paid to go
sailing.”
If you could choose any
other profession, which
would it be and why? “The
only other profession I’d ever consider
doing was being a sailor. When I was
dock mastering and racing on the West
Coast, I had to decide between sailing for
the rest of my life or going to graduate
school. I obviously chose going to
graduate school, but that was the closest
I ever came to any other career.”
What motivates you? “I like to see
people reach their potential and I also
like to see that one person can make
a difference. Through my work, I’ve
been fortunate in working on coastal
processes and helping communities
solve their problems. And, by no means
is it my effort alone, but I like seeing
that one person working with a group

can motivate change, and that motivates
me.”
What classes are you teaching? “I
am teaching Physical Geology and
Introduction to Environmental Science.”
What would be the best way to study
for your class? “I always tell students
that for every hour they spend with me,
they need to spend three hours at home
going over the material. And, I also tell
them to make a list of the things they
can’t figure out from my lecture, and
from going over the material in the book,
and bring that to the next class so that
we can go over it at the end of class. So,
if you work consistently throughout the
semester you’ll be fine. Cramming never
works.”
What are your hobbies? “I like to
garden, I like to play in my garden. I like
to spend time at the beach and sailing.”
What are your short- and long-term
goals? “I’d like to establish a continuous
dune line on the beach, and I’d like to see
that project come to completion. … I see
that as a long-term project. Short-term,
I’d like to see the recycling program on
campus expanded and to have all the
things that could be recycled on campus
in the recycling bins rather than in the
trash can.”
What would you change at UTB/TSC?
“I would have more things in recycle
bins and less things going into the trash
cans.”
--Compiled by Elizabeth A. Perez
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will be led to a window where they will be asked to
present their identification.
“We have noticed that when we’ve had some
damages, it’s been by folks that have been either
guests of our students, people who aren’t students,
or just folks that aren’t necessarily paying the fee,”
Stoves said. “We want to make sure that if you’re
paying a fee, you have the right to enter.”
Stoves was put in charge of the Student Union on
May 1.
“We see [the Student Union] as one department,”
he said. “I’m split between two offices and I’m
looking to be in the union in the morning and at
housing in the afternoon. But, of course, I invite
students to come in and visit and tell us what’s on
your mind. If they have an idea, [they should] come
share it with us.”
Game room operating hours are 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Monday through Thursday and 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday.
The game room was closed the first two weeks of
school because of a staffing shortage.
“We’ve been having staffing issues, trying to
get someone in there to distribute the equipment,”
Stoves said.
New equipment will be purchased after the
surveys are turned in, he said.
“Other activities are to be determined by the
students,” Stoves said. “We want this to be the place
where students come to hang out, whether it’ll be
playing in the game room, hanging out on the veranda
or sitting on the sofas playing some games.”

VOTE TUESDAY
September 9th
9 - 3 p.m.

for
SGA Freshman
Senator Positions
Vote at MRCS Hall Lobby

The Collegian

September 8, 2008 • Page 15

Page 16 • September 8, 2008

The Collegian

